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Abstract

The global burden of cirrhosis is rising. Data suggest that the aetiology of cirrhosis in the United States of
America and Europe is shifting from active hepatitis B and C virus infection towards resolved or treated viral
hepatitis, alcohol consumption and metabolic dysfunction-associated fatty liver disease (MAFLD) due to the
increasing numbers of overweighted and obese adults. Clinicians increasingly face the challenge of safely
prescribing medicines for complications of hepatic disease and comorbidities. Prescribing in patients with
cirrhosis is complicated by alterations that can occur in the pharmacology of medicines. In this talk an overview
of the current knowledge on the pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of medicines in patients with
cirrhosis will be presented. Furthermore, an overview of the toxicological effects that patients with cirrhosis
seem to be more susceptible to will be presented. Finally, approaches to improve medication safety in patients
with cirrhosis in clinical practice will be shown.




